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brought it out just a few months before the book of his com-
mander was put upon the market, so as to spoil the sale of the
lattcr's work.

Forstcr was of English origin, but the family had lived long
enough in German territory to have become completely Teuton-
ized. He had started his career as a Lutheran minister in the
Polish part of Prussia, but he had switched over to botany, and
after a visit to Russia he had settled down in England as an
assistant schoolmaster. He had drawn some attention to himself
as an expert on matters pertaining to the Pacific by his translation
of de Bougainville's Voyage round the World, and when Banks
had withdrawn from the expedition he had got himself and his
son appointed in his place as the official scientists of the second
James Cook expedition.

The son was apparently just as unattractive a creature as his
father, and during the whole trip the two men were either plot-
ting against their commander or whining about the way they
.were treated. Cook would have been entirely within his rights
if he had left them behind at some intermediary port. Unfor-
tunately he was too considerate to take such a drastic step. But
when Forster circumvented the Admiralty's positive orders
against his publishing a book of his own and let it appear with
his son's name on the tide-page the English public, aroused by
such callous incivility, settled the matter by making it impossible
for the Forstcrs to remain any longer on British soil. The Pro-
fessor returned to the country of his adoption, where he spent
the rest of his days teaching botany to the students of the
University of Halle and translating the voyages of Cook and
Bligh and the other popular Pacific explorers into the native
vernacular.

Cook's second voyage was the least important of all three
from a positive point of view. But it was most useful in that it
provided the world with that negative information for which it
had been looking for so many centuries. It proved once and for
all, and definitely this time, that the old story about a vast